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Why do I lift my voice 

Drunken as though with wine? 
Because I have discovered 

That everything is divine. 

What we seek, we find — 

Seem it or near or far: 
Because I have discovered 

That what we seek, we are. 

Joy and Beauty and Love 

Never the heart may fly, 
Whether it would or no, 

Whether it live or die. 

As an example of richer expression, we may choose, out of many rich 
verses, these: 

Now the immortal peacock 

Above our dreaming heads, 
The star-eyed, veering train 
Of sumptuous darkness spreads. 

Now a foamed wake in heaven 

The sun's keel leaves behind 
Of stars, and phosphorous splendors, 

And memories in the mind. 

The two citations seem to mark approximately the poet's two limits — the 
limit, in the one direction, of thought, and in the other of poetic imagining. 
But always there is intensity and delicacy of feeling; and as the feeling is 
delicate and intense, so the expression is simple and the flow of words liquid. 
Of course we cannot afford to disregard the apparent significance of poetry, 
however spontaneously lyrical it may be, but that is not the end of the 
matter. Though there be many — the present critic among them — who find 
themselves unable to respond whole-heartedly to Mr. Wheelock's mode of 
celebrating the infinite, while they are baffled in the attempt to distinguish 
in such utterances as his between insight and illusion, between the vision of 
truth or beauty and mere meaningless splendor, still few will deny the 
genuine lyric quality of the verses in Love and Liberation. The gift of 
ecstatic expression has never been vouchsafed to many, and has always 
been prized for its own sake. This gift Mr. Wheelock possesses in no 
small degree. 



Educational Resources of Village and Rural Communities. Edited 
by Joseph K. Haet. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1913. 

This volume is intended mainly as a "tool of inquiry," aiming to pro- 
mote a better social understanding of and among rural and village com- 
munities. The editor advances the view, which doubtless has a certain 
amount of truth in it, that education is at present too closely confined to 
the school. Education, especially rural education, it has been said, must 
be hitched to life rather than to a star, and it is becoming incumbent upon 
teachers and ministers to know something of the economic, social, and 
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physical conditions of the communities in which they do their work. The 
social life of many village and rural communities emphatically needs 
" centers," and the plea for practical and devoted work on the part of the 
countiy minister cannot be too often or too strongly made. 

This is a day of " surveys " and social statistics, and it is to he hoped 
that good will grow out of them. The question, however, inevitably arises, 
Who is tc do all the work? Considerations relating to the salaries and 
educational equipment of country teachers fail to give much encourage- 
ment, nor are we likely to " change all that " by a French Revolutionary 
miracle. On the other hand, it is heartening to reflect that the work of 
one good and efficient worker spreads far in widening circles; and a well- 
made tool of inquiry does not come amiss. The book takes up almost 
every conceivable aspect of community life from soil and temperature to 
politics and recreation. Each chapter is the work of a writer of some 
authority upon the particular subject discussed, and to eaeh is appended 
a list of questions regarding one's own community — questions which, 
simple as they are, may reveal a pitiful inadequacy of information about 
things vital and near at hand, on the part of him who lightly essays to 
answer them. The inquirer is also furnished with suggestive bibliographies. 



A Short History op the United States. By John Spencer Bassett, 
Ph.D., Professor of American History in Smith College. New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1913. 

Falling, in size and scope, between the ordinary school text or skeleton 
outline and the more comprehensive histories of many volumes, this book 
of Dr. Bassett's is convenient and desirable from the standpoint of the 
general reader as well as that of the college student. Despite a certain 
occasional awkwardness of style, to which the modern scientific historian, 
like other scientists, is somewhat prone, the narrative is thoroughly read- 
able. Those who have read little history since their school days will 
especially note a certain breadth and freshness of treatment. Indeed, there 
is hardly a page in the book which does not show the effect of modern re- 
search in regard to either matters of fact or point of view. Political his- 
tory furnishes the framework of the narrative, as it must; but the volume 
contains at intervals summaries of the habits and social progress of the 
people, and the public welfare is never forgotten. The author has aimed 
to write a social history, and his success in this respect will satisfy most 
readers. The narrative extends to and includes the administration of Taft, 
and among the modern topics discussed are trusts, Chinese immigration, 
relations with Japan, the war with Spain, the Isthmian canal, and Eoose- 
velt's corporation policy. 



